A CONSTREUCTION con-
sultant whao lost his leg
under nightmare circum-
stances has become one of
the first disabled people to
gain full states as an
aceess auditor.

Paul Houghton, of Hart
Hoad, Thumdersley, sisdied
for, amd prossed, “groelling”
ERAME [0 Pecoare a momber
of the National REegister of
Access Auditors, the organi
cation that authorises this
Eroaying RI.'IEE:I:IJ:i!:n'.

MNRAC consultants investi-
gate buildings for aspects
such as health and safery
Jud ease of use for the dis-
o

Paul said his disability
gave him no special privi-
leges when i came to gain-
ing WRAC entry.

He explained: “Alikough
my own disnbility glves nwe a
special ingight, T wasnt a
qualified architest or sur
veyar with letlers aler my
nmame, unlike most of the
members. 1 probably had 1o
work extra hard.”

Despite the ordeal that
resulted in his disability
Paul £1ill called the path o
MEAL membership "one of
tho tonghesl expericnces
1"y bl ™

He gaid: "The NRAC push
#5108 carnlicdates to the limie,
There's a preseptation and
then a 43-minute grilling,

Faul previously ran a reof
ing conpany and constreet-
o the roofe on more than
200K houses,

In December 3000, & mys
tery pain in his leg took ki
to haspital. Within haurs.,
Paul was fighting for his life

He had contracted neceo
lisine fesciitis, the lethal
intection highlighted in the
tabloid press as “the flesh
eating g~ To save his life,
aurgeans  amputated the

for
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infected leg. Paul's career as
a rovfer and businesspean
was over, bt he was defer-
muimed 10 o hus expericnoe
1o podsd] seconk,

He vecalled: *1 had 25 yvears
in the buklding treele which 1
didn’ want e theew away, |
Enow abwart canstruction, 1
kv the practicalities,

“But I've alss god =ome.
thing else | can offer mow.
When [ enter a building. [ see
it through a disabled person's
evis. | think immediately in
teres of things like, wheps
can w8kt down fo rest?

“When | worked az o
rocfer, I was & 16-siope
bloke's bloke and nobody got
m my way, | didn®t know
anything about oppression
i any shape or form. T didn't
think abowt disabled people
vary much. You just don't
tend o encaunter them on
building sites.

“HBut take a man's leg
away, then yau see Oppres-
s100, thei voul soe barriers.”

Believing that be now had
“a uehi]l combination of
msights @ alfer”, Peal -
erwed himself by subjects such
s surveying and IT. Sinece thie
bass of hils sz, he has acquired
11 City and Gualds guealifics-
thans and two diplossas,

He has worked az an
aceess  auditor for Essex
County  Council  [or 18
inonths, His track record 1o
date  nelwdes aodils on
Colchester  Castle  and
Hylands House. the majestic
stately home ontside
Chelsmiond

Membership of the NRAC
entitles him to undertake
freclance commis=ions, Paul
siid: “What [ do pow really
makes a  difference. 'm
achieviig a lot mare than
when | was butlding roofs. "

Ex-roofing boss who lost leg passés exam to be access aud
Disability is
not bar
brave Paul
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